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What if we could
just ask a
question?

Transform specialised
knowledge into
conversational exploration

Natural, everyday language
queries01

02

03

04

Instant access to relevant
content

Not just text → also images
and maps

Fast, accurate, and accessible
to everyone

Heritage Lens



The Three Specialised Assistants 
Searches through documents
using semantic understanding
to find the most relevant
passages

Retrieves related images, maps,
and archaeological artefacts
using CLIP vision models

Ensures answers are accurate,
grounded in sources, and
properly referenced

RAG (Retrieval-Augmented Generation) + CLIP Vision Models + GPT-4 Turbo

📚 
The Research

Assistant

🖼️ 
The Visual

Curator

✅ 
The Quality

Checker

Heritage Lens



Three Steps Framework 

The system finds
relevant text passages
about important sites

and more

1. SEARCH

Locates archaeological
site photos and artefact

images

2. RETRIEVE

Creates a clear answer
combining both sources

3. EXPLAIN
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1. SEARCH → 

2. RETRIEVE →

 

3. EXPLAIN → 



Democratise

Support

past and present
understanding

Enable ethical AI 

From specialised research to accessible heritage exploration for everyone

Promote

Connect

applications in
cultural contexts

students,
researchers, and
the public

academic
knowledge for
broader audiences

cross-cultural
heritage exploration

Heritage Lens unlocks archaeological expertise
for broader communities.



The Bigger Vision
From one thesis → to global heritage

Museums and digital
archives worldwide

Educational institutions
and classrooms

Cross-cultural comparative
research projects

Public engagement with
indigenous heritage

 Multilingual heritage accessibility

Part of the broader Ruta de la Obsidiana initiative for Mesoamerican studies



YOUR QUESTIONS,
REFLECTIONS, AND IDEAS ARE

WELCOME.

Larissa Terranova 
• Digital Humanities Researcher • 

CSACA

Let’s continue the conversation together.



Thank you!

Scan to share feedback or connect with me

Feedback Form LinkedIn



Research Framework: Ruta de la Obsidiana
Directed by Centro Studi

Americanistici “Circolo

Amerindiano” (CSA) – Perugia, Italy

In collaboration with:
University of Salerno – Humanities

Department

National Autonomous University of

Mexico (UNAM) – Institute of

Anthropological Research

Focus: dynamics of cultural change

from the Olmec to post-Olmec

phase

My role: sub-project researcher on

Olmec urbanisation (Centro Studi

Americanistici “Circolo

Amerindiano”)


